Automatic external defibrillators.
Early electrical therapy for patients with ventricular fibrillation and ventricular tachycardia can result in a significant increase of lives saved from sudden cardiac death. Rapid defibrillation has become a goal of prehospital and emergency department cardiac care, and the use of automatic external defibrillators can aid in reaching this objective. The history, mechanics, and implications of automatic external defibrillators are presented.